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There geese dance trenchmore "* At Zanzibar
" our men gathered up emeralds, rubies and dia-
monds with rakes under the spice trees ", and
when the poor stay-at-home suspiciously asked
" then how chance you brought none home to
this realm ", he explained " we did fill our ships
with fine gold and precious stones, but we sailed
by the adamant stones which draw iron to them,
and so we were cast away with the greatest riches
in Heathenness or Christendom ".
Indeed the explorers failed in their chief object,
for they did not bring back wealth, and they
did not succeed in settling the nsw lands they
found. That was left for the next generation,
who went out to the countries made known to
them by the Elizabethans. But, though these men
laid the foundations, Elisabeth gained nothing
from their efforts, except the glory jof having her
name and her sovereignty carried to the New
World. And with the whole nation she shared
the thrill and pleasure of knowing the worhW^ad
grown larger through the discoveries cf^her sea-
men, Shakespeare speaks of " the new maps
with the augmentation of the Indes " (Twelfth
Night) iii. 2), and as men looked at the new maps
they felt proud of the voyages of the discoverers.
Besides these voyages, which were meant to
find land for colonies, the seamen tried hard to
help on English trade by finding new routes.
Much money and many lives were wasted in the
efforts to find new ways to China and the Far